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A Jegful Jowurney

By Betty Sherwood

It was Allen’s idea. And a lively
one it was. Why not invite his crew,
dedicated hard workers all, on an edu-
cational-recreational journey to anoth-
er historic cemetery? With a large city
bus, an abundance of food, several ad-
venturesome “friends” of Oakland, and
Powerhouse at the wheel, it should be a
fine excursion.

Departure time: 7:30 a.m., from
the Tower Building. Poncho was there,
Dwight, Howard, James, Norris, and
Lewis. Reid was on board, gracious and
beaming, laden with many small delect-
able treats for traveling; Annette came,
Kathy, Kevin, Martha, Betty, and very
special guest, Ruth Fitzgerald from Mo-
bile, chairman of Magnolia Cemetery’s
support group. It was a goodly gather-
ing; destination Macon,Georgia, Rose-
hill Cemetery, a self-guided tour, and a
picnic at the Ocmulgee National Mon-
ument.

Allen’s idea became a lively, lovely
reality. The Ocmulgee River runs by
Rosehill. The land is steep, dramatical-
ly uneven. Many vaults are on the hill-
sides, inaccessible, or only accessible to
agile climbers. It is a beautiful ceme-
tery, akin to Oakland in its Victorian
architecture, symbolism, and the elo-
quent “voices” on stone, remembering.
There was much conversation, study,
comparisons, some warm fellowship;
rambles, descending, ascending, and
then a gathering at the gate. It was
time to picnic.

Sumptuous. There were sandwich-
es, chips, cokes, candies, cookies, lemo-
nade. Macon’s Ocmulgee National
Monument is a 700-acre site that in-
cludes Indian Temple mounds and
burial mounds, a mysterious earth
lodge, and artifacts spanning more
than 10,000 years. It was high adven-

ture.

When departure time came, a few
hearty explorers decided to take one
last walk to McDougall’s Mound. From
the earth lodge, it was one mile! The
bus was loaded, Powerhouse ready at
the wheel. But the explorers were not
coming down the long, steep path, nor
over the hill. They were not to be seen.
Gone! These were Oakland’s intrepid
guides, a scholarly Historic Preservation
major, a veteran crewman, and a wise
experienced Sexton. Much later they
returned, hot, weary, full of diverse ac-
counts. They had found McDougall’s,
or was it a mirage! There were dry
creek beds, deep wooded areas, rare
plants, cactus, desert flowers; the Twi-
light Zone!? Good stories. Unbelieva-
bly good!

It was an educational journey. It
was a recreational journey. It was fun!
A general assessment: “Nothing is as
lovely as Oakland. Or as beloved.” e
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COMMENTARY -- by Interim Executive Director Lillian Gantsoudes
People bring change to HOCI

People are always changing at
HOCI. Each year Board members
change. And it seems that every year
the Board has filled a staff position. The
Board is proud to announce that Mary
Alice Alexander has been selected as
the new Executive Director. I also need
to announce that Martha Evans will be
leaving HOCI in mid-December; she is
moving to Virginia.

This constant changing of personnel
and people brings change. The Board of
Trustees hopes that hiring Mary Alice
Alexander from within HOCI’s ranks
will keep continuity in the organization.

It was a change for me to serve the
past couple of months as the Interim Ex-
ecutive Director. [ have found the posi-
tion a rewarding one for several reasons.
The day-to-day activities are basically
administrative ones but we have done
some planning ahead. During the past
couple of months we have rewritten the
personnel policy. And by working with
the Sexton’s office, we have developed a
new operations policy which covers
everything from office hours to tour pro-
cedures.

But another reason, and the best
part is the people. | remember several
years ago when I was editing this news-

letter, before taking my full-time posi-
tion, I would spend days at a time in the
office. One of my most favorite memo-
ries was lunch time. Allen, Jane, and
myself would be joined by others, includ-
ing the different directors over the years,
and probably Reid Benson, for an out-to-
lunch jaunt. The problems and the
plans would all be hashed out. It was a
very pleasant working relationship.

It is the interaction with the people
at Oakland and their competancy that I
am so fond of. Martha Evans as Restora-
tion Projects Coordinator has completed
surveying an area of Oakland known as
Marsh West under a grant provided in
conjunction with the Atlanta Urban De-
sign Commission. HOCI’s collection of
survey notebooks has grown to a total of
26 with this grant now completed. Hes-
sie Brawley has also worked in the inter-
im coordinating all the membership ser-
vices. Thanks to both of these women
for the smiles and leadership they have
shown during my tenure.

With Allen and Jane in the Sex-
ton’s office, and with HOCUD’s strong
foundation, Mary Alice Alexander’s be-
ginnings in November with new staff
will be taking HOCI to another level.e

A Letter from the Chairman -. by Henry Bowden

1993 has been a wonderful year for HOCI. Through the many projects we
have undertaken, which include descendants research and the restoration of retain-
ing walls; important special events such as Sunday in the Park and the Run for Resto-
ration; and lectures in the winter and spring, HOCI has continued to galvanize inter-
est in and support of Oakland Cemetery and its place in the history of Atlanta.

We have also been blessed with continued high levels of giving, a strong mem-
bership, and dedicated Board members, both old and new. While we regret that our
Executive Director Beth Shepard departed in July to earn her Master’s degree, we are
excited that former Chairman of the Board Mary Alice Alexander has accepted our
offer to become Executive Director beginning November 15. Mary Alice’s knowl-
edge and love of Oakland are unparalleled. The Board is confident that she will take
HOCI to its next level of service and achievement.

We are also blessed with the support which our members and friends have given
HOCI over the past year. If you have already made a donation to the work of our or-
ganization, thank you from the bottom of our hearts. If you have not, between now
and the end of the year would be a wonderful time to remember Oakland by making
a check out to “HOCI”. We will gladly accept donations either for our operating
needs or for a specific restoration project which you can designate in your gift.

Again, we appreciate the support of our many constituents and look forward to

an equally successful 1994.¢
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Left: Runners enter
Historic Oakland Cemetery

in droves

Right: Frank Maier, Jr.,
and Dorothy Chandler
present a coaster to winner
John Livingstone

Photos by R.B. Coulter

Run for Restoration 1993

By Frank Chandler

“This is an event with CLASS!”

I was standing in the street next to
Hurt Park, at the finish line of the third
annual HOCI Run for Restoration, per-
forming my appointed task with my
usual flair. My task, given to me (I am
sure) based upon my abilities, was to
distribute beautiful HOCI mugs to the
first fifty female and male finishers of
the five kilometer (3.1 miles) race/fun-
run/walk. The man speaking to me was
one of the top ten finishers, but took
the time to stop and give me his impres-
sions.

He continued, “I've run races all
over the South and this is one of the
best! The shirt, the course, the food,
the music . . . everything! I’m going to
tell my friends.”

His opinion mirrored the opinions
of everyone with whom I conversed,
from participant to volunteer, that Sun-
day morning. The consensus was that
Run for Restoration *93 was a resound-
ing success.

Although there had been a threat
of rain, the weather on October 3 was
clear and cool. “Perfect conditions for
a race!” HOCI’s event chair Dorothy
Chandler said to me as the 275 runners/
walkers took off at the starting gun. “I
think there will be a record!” She was
right, as both male and female overall
winners set race records. Steve Keith
crossed the finish line in a time of 16:13
and Christine LePoutre’s time was

Takes Top Honors

20:33. The masters winners (40+ years)
were Nathaniel Robinson (19:06) and
Glenda Miller (22:27).

There were a few changes in this
year’s race. For example, the course was
changed to lengthen the stretch within
the cemetery itself and a long-sleeved
tee-shirt was given to the participants.
As always, the shirt and brochure were
designed by Eric Bowles. Eric manages
each year to create a beautifully unique
shirt and this was no exception. The
quality of Eric’s designs have made the
Run for Restoration shirts real collectors
items.

The awards were equally impres-
sive. Given by Maier and Berkele and
presented at the awards ceremony by
Frank Maier, Jr., the awards were works
of art. Glass sculptures were given to
the overall and masters winners and ce-
ramic QOakland coasters were given to
the age group winners. Maier and Ber-
kele also provided the mugs given at the
finish line. We thank them for their
support.

We want to thank ALL our sponsors
for their help in making this year’s event
such a success. This year’s sponsors
were:

LANDMARK:
Georgia Power Foundation
H.M. Patterson and Son
CORNERSTONE:
Maier and Berkele
Genuine Auto Parts

!
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Atlanta Gas Light Company
HERITAGE:
Mrs. David Deakins
Dr. and Mrs. ].T. Cooper
GATEWAY:
Pugmire Lincoln-Mercury
Wolf Camera and Video
Rhodes Bakery
Ruth’s Chris Steak House
Coca Cola USA

Obviously, an event such as this
cannot happen without the hard work of
many people. David Murray and his Fit-
ness Events, Inc., did another great job
coordinating the traffic control, the
start, the finish, and the results. Oak-
land Sexton Allen Myers was an invalu-
able asset, coordinating the race within
the cemetery. Many volunteers, includ-
ing members of HOCI and the Junior
League of Atlanta, worked diligently to
make the 1993 Run for Restoration a
smooth operation. We thank them all!

It should be noted that many HOCI
members and Board members also par-
ticipated in the race. Even Board chair,
Henry Bowden, completed the course at
a glacier-like pace and now wears the
coveted tee-shirt.

My reply to the gentleman who was
so excited about the manner in which
the race was managed: Thank you so
much! Having run the race in 1991 and
1992, 1 knew exactly what he meant.®
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All photos by R.B. Coulter, Mike Huston, and Carol Reeves

Despite the ominous weather, ap-
proximately 900 people enjoyed the fes-
tivities of Sunday in the Park 1993. A
good time was had by all!

We want to thank everyone who
worked so hard to make this so success-
ful: R.B. Coulter, Mike Huston, and
Carol Reeves for tirelessly photograph-
ing everything; Ann Jones for the re-
freshments; Betty Sherwood and An-
nette Chamberlin for the storytellers;
Jenny McClure, Sarah Goodman, and
Elizabeth Porter and the Junior League
of Atlanta for their tireless efforts in
putting together the wonderful picnics;
Paul Boat for the Sculpture Scavenger
Hunt; Kevin Kuharic for the Adopt-A-
Plot program; Doyle Huggins for the
Victorian Boutique and Hat Contest;
and Sharon Cooper for the incredible
Teddy Bear Tea!

Also, special thanks to Davant
Turner and the Hibernian Benevolent
Society who participate every year with
a wonderful program and music.

And of course a very special thanks
to Allen Myers for his hard work in
pulling Sunday in the Park together; to
Jane Hameister for her tireless record
searches; to the Oakland maintenance
crew for working above and beyond the
call of duty; and to the HOCI staff for
help before and during the big event.

Many, many thanks for the support
of the following individuals and spon-
sors for the 1993 Sunday in the Park!

HISTORIC OAKLAND NEWS




City of Atlanta Bureau of Parks

Alfred Holt Colquitt Chapter of
the United Daughters of the
Confederacy

Kathy Bennett

Reid Benson

Kimberly Brigance

Dorothy Chandler

Pat Washington Clement

Dance Force, Inc.

Edie Gardner

Franklin Garrett

Girl Scouts of America

Aline Henderson

Emily Hightower

Mr. and Mrs. James Hoback

HOCI Board of Trustees

Charles Hubert

Akbar Imhotep

Warren Jacobs

Fitzroy James

Carol Jones

Kimberly A. Kuharic

Melissa Lappin

Tina Louis

Skip Mason

Northside Performing Arts Band

Woody Pearsons

Claudia Perez

Elizabeth Shepard

Saul Sloman

South Metro Concert Band

Cathy and Steve Vogel

Dr. Gil Watson

SPONSORS
California Pizza Kitchen-Midtown
Coca Cola USA
Copy Express
CIRCA
Davant Turner and the Hibernian
Benevolent Society
Events in Flowers
North Farm Florist
Phoenix
The Company Co. Caterers
The Junior League of Atlanta
Rhodes Bakery
Ruth’s Chris Steak House
Wolf Camera
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Adopt-A-Plot

Good for Oakland, Good for our Volunteers

By Kevin Kuharic

The tradition of grave-tending is
returning to Oakland Cemetery. Once
thought of as being the responsibility of
the descendants, caretaking has seen a
recent rise in popularity among individ-
uals and groups not related to the in-
terred. These Adopt-A-Plot volunteers
are frequently transplants to the Atlan-
ta region, who do not have extended
families or a local history here. In-
volvement through the Adopt-A-Plot
program makes them a part of the com-
munity.

The program idea originated when
landscape architect Edward L. Daugher-
ty submitted a plan for Oakland Ceme-
tery in 1984. Among his recommenda-
tions was a volunteer effort called
“Adopt-A-Plot”. This was to be a pro-
gram to involve volunteers in the up-
keep of the grounds and to supplement
the work force of a grounds crew small
in number. General maintenance such
as the mowing of grass, the pruning of
trees and shrubs, the clearing of trash
and debris, the application of herbi-
cides, and the preparation of burial sites
leaves little time for specialized land-
scaping and its care.

Adopt-A-Plot’s mission is to be the
volunteer gardening program that in-
volves people in historic landscaping
and its maintenance. The benefit to
the visitor to Oakland Cemetery is the
beautification and revitalization of the
grounds; the benefits to the volunteer
include feelings of serenity, belonging,
and accomplishment.

Edie Gardner is responsible for the
Nalley Family lot, just inside of Oak-
land’s front gate. She felt a link to the
family, because her family hails from
fhe same county in Ireland as the Nal-

eys.
Kenneth Crawford 1 cares for the
Exotic Revival Rawson mausoleum
near the Bell Tower. He finds a sense
of peace and solitude when gardening.

Primary interest in the program
came from individuals; now, however,
groups like the Junior League of Atlan-
ta and CIRCA, the young professional
group of the Atlanta Preservation Cen-
ter, are joining. The participants are
varied: a waiter, a teacher, a nurse, a
musician. You never know when you
will see them. Sometimes, they will be
working in the chill of the morning, or

scooting out as the guard swings the
gates shut in the evening. The time
that they dedicate is their own. These
volunteers sign a two-year commitment
form, and provide their own tools, la-
bor, and materials.

A plot is eligible for the program
when there is no known descendant or
contact name. Efforts directed at these
burial sites will eventually form a chain
of visual continuity that will recapture
the essence of Qakland’s “garden ceme-
tery” heritage.

Current development of the pro-
gram includes distributing fliers, recruit-
ing qualified individuals and groups,
providing them with guidance, creating
lists of appropriate materials and their
uses, and identifying adopted lots with
signs during the annual Sunday in the
Park celebration.

To obtain more information re-
garding what you or your organization
can do, call or write:

Adopt-A-Plot

c/o Historic Oakland Cemetery

248 Oakland Avenue, SE

Atlanta, GA 30312

577-8163 e

e Setnes

This has been a banner season for
restoration at Historic Oakland Ceme-
tery! Our most visible projects have of
course been the two sections of the pe-
rimeter wall under repair: the stone one
on Boulevard that has been down for
years, and the brick wall on Oakland
Avenue that collapsed in the June rains.
The brick wall is now finished, having
been rebuilt using the original bricks and
historically appropriate mortar mix.
Sexton Allen Myers went to great pains
to ensure accuracy throughout, halting
work when inappropriate mortar was ini-
tially used and keeping an ever-vigilant
eye on building technique and materials.
[For those of our visitors who have ex-
pressed concern over the slightly lighter
color of the rebuilt section, this is due to

Restoration in Progress
Perimeter Walls Back in Place

the constant handling of the old brick
and will weather to match the rest of the
wall in the near future.]

As for the stone wall on Boulevard,
this is under construction and should be
completed soon; unfortunately, when
this is finished another stone section on
Boulevard will need to be taken down
and rebuilt due to the potentially dan-
gerous tilt toward the street. More on
that project as it progresses.

The extensive survey of the western
portions of sections 2, 3, and 4 of Oak-
land, the area in which Margaret Mitch-
ell and Governor Joseph Brown are bur-
ied, has been completed and reviewed by
the state Office of Historic Preservation
and given an enthusiastic thumbs-up!
The survey fills fifteen notebooks and is

on file in the HOCI offices; feel free to
come on up and take a look when you're
in the cemetery.

A recent grant from the Tull Chari-
table Foundation will make it possible to
begin restoring the retaining walls in the
Original Six Acres. A priority list of re-
pairs was made several months ago and
will serve as the basis for this work,
which is slated to begin this winter. Fif-
teen lots will have their retaining walls
repaired with this grant money.

QOakland was the site of a National
Park Service Historic Landscape Main-
tenance workshop in late August.
Graveyard restoration authority Lynette
Strangstad pointed out both successful
and unsuccessful restoration efforts made
at Oakland through the years. ®
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The Forgotten Americans -- Women in Military Service

In the more than 200 years of
Anmerican history, nearly two million
women have served in the military, but
you won't find them in any history
book. From the Revolutionary War to
Desert Storm, American women of all
creeds have given their time - and their
lives - defending their country with pa-
triotism and bravery. In World War II
alone, nearly 400,000 women served in
all branches of the service.

In a long-overdue tribute, the un-
finished entrance wall at Arlington Na-
tional Cemetery will be completed as a
memorial to those brave women, listing
the names of those who have served or
are still serving in the United States
military.

We would like to know if there are
any women buried here at Oakland who
served in the military, or if there are any
HOCI members who are currently serv-

ing. If you have any information, please
contact Allen Myers, Sexton’s Office,
Historic Oakland Cemetery, 248 Oak-
land Avenue, Atlanta, GA 30312 (no
phone calls please).

If you would like to personally be-
come involved with the memorial, con-
tact: Women in Military Service for
America Memorial Foundation, Dept.
560, Washington, D.C. 20042-0560;
1-800-222-2294.

Welcome New Members and Upgrades!
A welcome and thank you to the following members who have either joined HOCI
or upgraded their membership between June 20, 1993 and October 22, 1993.
*The asterisk indicates upgrades.

DONOR
A.D. Adair, Jr.*

SPONSOR
Mr. and Mrs. Jack W. Allen*
Mrs. Bryan Tozzer*

PATRON
Mis. Kathryn T. Bridges
Mrs. Wright Bryan*
John B. Floyd
Pegram Harrison*
Carol Reeves*

SUSTAINING
Mr. and Mrs. Charles Dannals*
Mrs. Edward G. Miller, Jr.*

FAMILY
Mr. and Mrs. Ron A. Byrns
Mr. and Mrs. Bruce Dick*
Mr. and Mss. Philip Irby Dunklin*
Kevin W. Kuharic*
Mr. and Mrs. William Mallard

INDIVIDUAL
Nancy Kiser Leedy
John W. Pattillo*

Frances Young*

STUDENT/SENIOR CITIZEN
Jane E. Foley

%{a/
Eileen Rhea Brown

Mrs. Harvey Jacobson

Luther H. Randall, Jr.

William E. Rudolph

William C. Shreve

Mr. and Mrs. Edward D. Smith

In memory of Devereaux McClatchey

Mr. and Mrs. Ivan Allen, Jr.

Mr. and Mrs. William R. BriZaes

Mr. and Mrs. C. Howard Candler, I11
Mr. and Mrs. Peter Gantsoudes

Mr. and Mrs. Wilton Looney

Mt. and Mrs. J.W. Pinkston, Jr.

In memory of Mrs. Frank C. Owens

Steve and Cathy Vogel
In memory of Daniel W. Eakin

Mrs. David Deakins
In memory of William C. Groves
In memory of Courtney Kennedy

Mrs. Harvey Jacobson
In honor of Lillian Gantsoudes

Mrs. Virginia S. Gilbert
In honor of Reid Benson

Thanks to Carol Jones for
her in-kind donation
of a VCR

HOCI mourns
Devereaux F. McClatchey

The following resolution was adopted unani-
mously by the Board of Trustees of Historic
Oakland Cemetery at its regularly scheduled
meeting held on November 4, 1993.

BE IT RESOLVED, that the Board of
Trustees of Historic Oakland Cemetery,
Inc., in grateful appreciation and recog-
nition of
DEVEREAUX F. McCLATCHEY, III's
many years of devotion, financial sup-
port, and service to Oakland Cemetery,
both as Trustee of Historic Oakland Ce-
metery, Inc. and as Chairman of the Ad-
visory Board of Historic Oakland Ceme-
tery, Inc., does by the incorporation of
this Resolution in the minutes of the or-
ganization memorialize Mr. McClatch-
ey’s enduring contributions to Oakland
Cemetery and to the ongoing work of
Historic Oakland Cemetery, Inc.

This 4th day of November, 1993.

Henry L. Bowden, Jr.
Chairman of the Board
Historic Oakland Cemetery, Inc.

The Board and staff of Historic Oakland
Cemetery, Inc. extend their heartfelt
sympathy to the McClatchey family and
sincerely thank all those who contrib-
uted to HOCI in his name.

Editor’s Note: In the Winter 1994 issue,
we will print a full-length tribute written by
Mr. McClatchey's longtime friend Henry
Grady.e
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By @ B (O Wheal) . . .

deductible as allowable by law.

BOW MEMORIAL

Please make checks payable to Historic Oakland Cemetery, Inc. and mail to 248 Oakland
Avenue, SW, Atlanta, GA 30312 before December 10th. Remember, your gift is tax

NAME: PHONE:
ADDRESS:
Enclosed is my gift of $ for Holiday Memorial Bow (s) ($10 each)

Please place bows or wreaths:
1 Block No.

[1 Inmy favorite spot:

Lot Location/name

Holiday Memorial Wreath (s) ($60)

[ Please select an appropriate site for me.

If you've visited Oakland during the
winter holiday season over the past five
years, you have probably noticed the
brilliant red bows and ribbons decorating
our statuary and stones. The Holiday
Bow Memorial Project not only provides
an exceptionally dramatic and beautiful
memorial but also raises money for our

Restoration account. The sharp con-
trast of color to winter’s barren land-
scape is striking indeed!

These bows are sponsored by a va-
riety of Oakland supporters: plot own-
ers, family members, HOCI members,
staff, visitors, and other assorted friends
of the cemetery.

Save o Sone

This year we will again offer the sin-
gle bow for $10 or you may choose a
beautiful large wreath of bows for $60.

HOCI will mail a renewal letter
from last year’s orders by mid-November.

If you do not receive a letter, please use
the newsletter form. Return forms and
renewal letters to HOCI before Decem-
ber 10th. You may specify your favorite
spot for the bow placement, or let our
committee place the bow for you. Pay-
ment must be made in full before we can
place a bow.

Proceeds from the Bow Memorial
Project are used exclusively for Oakland
restoration projects, which have includ-
ed the repair of the McNamara and
Motes lots.

We will place the bows Saturday,
December 18th, beginning at 9:30 a.m.
If you'd like to volunteer for this activi-
ty, please call the HOCI office at 688-
2107 or call the committee chairman,
Paula Reith, at 872-6414. Thisis a fun
way to meet other Qakland volunteers,
and become more familiar with the
grounds and some of the stories associat-
ed with individual plots that make Oak-

land such a unique place.®
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