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CRANSCRIBING, BECINS

A reddish-golden glow of an ear-
ly fall sunset illuminates the crowded
rows of markers in QOakland’s Jewish sec-
tion, adding to the mystique of a section
shrouded in a maze of Hebrew letters
and words, undecipherable to the aver-
age Oakland visitor. The mystery of
what is contained within the Hebrew
inscriptions will soon be unraveled as
area Hebrew high school students em-
bark on the transcription and transla-
tion of some 400 gravemarkers at Oak-
land. Midrasha: The Atlanta Jewish
Community High School is directing
this effort as a major component of the
school’s history, genealogy, community
service and Hebrew language curriculum
for the next two years.

The project, an off-shoot of Oak-
land’s Original Six Acres Survey, began
this summer when HOCI sought com-
munity involvement in the transcrip-
tion of Hebrew inscriptions in the sec-
tion known as “the Old Jewish
Grounds.”

This section, which is separate from
the later and much larger Jewish sec-

tion, was purchased in 1860 by the He-
brew Benevolent Society, now known
as the Temple, and contains the graves
of some of Atlanta’s earliest Jewish set-
tlers. It also contains the graves of Jew-
ish families from neighboring towns and
states, because in the mid-19th century
Oakland was one of only a few Jewish
burial grounds in the Southeast.
Midrasha will transcribe not only
the Old Jewish Grounds, but will also
survey and photograph all of the Jewish
sections, including both Hebrew and
English gravemarkers. As a result of
their interest in this project, Midrasha
faculty developed a comprehensive Ce-
metery Heritage Education program.
Forty-seven 8th- through 12th-graders
at the school are studying the following:
e Oakland history and layout
e the importance of cemetery sur-
vey and preservation
¢ Jewish customs in death, burial
and mourning
® how to identify marker types, ma-
terials, carving styles, lettering
styles, gravestone art and symbol-
ism
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® cemetery etiquette

e the effects of vandalism, acid rain

and other elements.

The transcribed and translated
tombstone inscriptions will be made
available to families, researchers and ge-
nealogists at the libraries of the Atlanta
History Center and the Atlanta Bureau
of Jewish Education, as well as at the ar-
chives of the Atlanta Jewish Federation.

The project is directed by Max
Movsovitz, HOCI Director of Historic
Resources, and Midrasha Principal
Richard Becker and Instructor Glenn
Hallerman. Consultants to the project
include area Rabbis as well as the He-
brew language department of Emory
University. Interested volunteers
should contact Principal Richard Beck-
er at 873-1248. 2

U.D.C. DEDICATES STEPHENS HISTORICAL PLAQUE

On September 15, the Alfred
Holt Colquitt Chapter of the United
Daughters of the Confederacy (UDC)
unveiled a new historical marker at
Oakland recognizing Alexander Hamil-
ton Stephens. Stephens, who served as
Vice President of the Confederacy, U.S.
Congressman and Governor of Georgia,
died while in the office of Governor in
1883. He was interred temporarily in
the Cotting-Burke Mausoleum, which
stands in the shadow of the Tower
Building, before being re-interred at his
home, “Liberty Hall” in Crawfordville,
Ga. 2

Mrs. John Dunaway (far right) presided over the plaque dedication ceremony, at which the UDC also presented a new bro-

chure on Stephens and five Confederate generals buried at Oakland, to be distributed at the cemetery Visitors Center.
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COMMENTARY

“DOWN THE ROAD”

There is a lot of attention these
days being paid to Scarlett O’Hara and
Rhett Butler. A flurry of activity cen-
tered at bookstores as people waited in
long lines for Ms. Alexandra Ripley to
autograph her book, Scarlett. There was
a fund-raiser to save “The Dump.”

I personally decided not to read Ms.
Ripley’s book. I take it back. Iread the
first few pages and discovered that Mela-
nie was buried at Oakland. Then I read
the last few pages to discover...better
not tell. Some of you may be reading it.
Instead, what I did was re-read Gone
With the Wind.

How did Margaret Mitchell know
these things about the South? I decided
to find out more about her. Having
daughters of my own, I was drawn to the
words of wisdom from her mother in
Mitchell’s biography by Finis Farr. To-
day’s parents would refer to these times
as teaching opportunities.

One story goes that Margaret’s
mother “would take her for rides in the
countryside and stop on a back road
when a ruined chimney could be seen
above the scrubby second-growth tim-
ber. Pointing to the column of black-
ened brick, Mrs. Mitchell would say,
‘That is one of Sherman’s sentinels.’
Then she would give Margaret the fa-
miliar speech about the difference be-
tween the people who had been, so to
speak, defeated by defeat and those who

refused to ‘go down in the world and dis-
appear.” One’s obligation to life was to
turn in a good performance; that was
the hard path, by which one attained
validity and self-respect.” What a great
lesson.

Another passage from her bio that
hits home was Mitchell’s returning
home from first-grade one September
and announcing that “she saw no reason
to learn arithmetic. Mrs. Mitchell took
her daughter for a ride on the remote
and quiet Jonesboro Road. There had
once been people hereabouts, and Mar-
garet’s mother ‘talked about the world
those people had lived in, such a secure
world, and how it had exploded beneath
them. She told her daughter that her
own world was going to explode under
her, some day, and God help her if she
didn’t have some weapon to meet the
new world. She was talking about the
necessity of having an education, both
classical and practical. For all that
would be left after a world ended would
be what you could do with your hands
and what you had in your head.” The
strength of women’s hands isn’t worth
anything but what they’ve got in their
heads will carry them as far as they need
to go.”

My daughters will never be able to
take the ride down Jonesboro Road with
Margaret’s mother, but hopefully her
wisdom can be shared for lifetimes to
come. ¢ Lillian Gantsoudes
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Former HOCI Board member
May B. Hollis poses with a fa-
vorite marker at Mount Au-
bum Cemetery in Cambridge,
Mass. As a side trip on a re-
cent uisit to the Boston area,
she went to Mount Auburn
“on assignment” for Oakland,
photographing mausolea and
monuments for comparative
study with Oakland monu-
ments of the same period.
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THE RESULTS ARE IN!

On September 8, Historic Oakland
held Run for Restoration *91, its first-ever
5K road race and one-mile fun run and walk
to benefit the effort to restore 29 retaining
walls identified by a recent survey as being
in critical need of repair. Some of these
walls are more than 100 years old.

Over 300 runners showed up on a cool,
late summer morning to run through the
streets of Downtown and through Oakland’s
historic gates.

For “before and after” pictures of two of
the eight walls repaired with Run for Resto-
ration '91 proceeds, please see page 6.

HOCI would like to extend a most
grateful thank-you to all of those who made
Run for Restoration "91 possible:

SPONSORS
IVAN ALLEN COMPANY
H.M. PATTERSON & SON
WACHOVIA BANK OF GEORGIA
SOUTHERN GF COMPANY
J.T. COOPERM.D., M.P.H. of the
Weight Control Research Institute

CO-CHAIRMEN
Sharon Cooper
Paula Reith

CONTRIBUTORS/VOLUNTEERS
Eric BowlesfLocal Color Inc.
Stan Campbell
Tom Campbell/English Car Spares
Catherine Cates
Crystal Springs Water Co.
Sandy Kinsey
Junior League of Atlanta
Jim McWhorter/M-Print
Pepsi South
Ruth's Chris Steakhouse
Henri’s Bakery
Liz Wyman
HOCI Board Members:
A.D. Adair, Jr. ® Mary Alice Alexander
William B. Astrop
Mrs. David M. Deakins ® Herbert Elsas
Lillian Gantsoudes
Henry Grady ® Sheffield Hale
Betty Jacobson ® Bonnie MacNaughton
Rewv. Samuel Matthews
D.F. McClatchey ® Mrs. 1.S. Mitchell I
H. English Robinson, Sr.
Margaret Sewell ®© Mrs. Edward D. Smith
Jack J. Spalding ® Mary Rose Taylor
Mary Yates ® Zach Young
2
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Photos this page (left to right, top to bottom):
Tour Guide Joanne Fox and friends enjoy a
picnic lunch; HOCI Board members Alfred
Kennedy, Reid Benson and Betty Jacobson;
HOCI member Hal Raper and daughter Pep-
per; Board President Dameron Black and
Trustee Bonnie MacNaughton staff the HOCI
souvenir table; Victorian Hat Contest judges;
children watch the festivities.

Sunday In The Park, held Octo-
ber 13, was a roaring success. Over
2,300 people visited Oakland to cele-
brate our 141st anniversary. A beautiful
fall afternoon enhanced festivities en-
joyed by all, including the now-famous
“Turn of the Century” picnic lunches;
the Victorian Gift Boutique; A Path of
Stories with Annette Chamberlin,
Franklin Garrett, Eric Goldstein, Pat
Washington Clement, the Alfred Holt
Colquitt Chapter of the UDC, Deborah
James and Col. James Bogle; a Victorian
Hat Contest; Irish Bagpipes and Dance
with the Hibernian Society; the South
Metro Concert Band; a Teddy Bear Tea
and Contest; and Stories for Children
with Akbar Imhotep, Dr. Gil Watson,
Betty Ann Wylie and B.J. Abraham.
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Many, many thanks to the following
for their contributions and support for Sun-
day In The Park ’91:

Joanne Baerenwald/Baers Baers
Baxter Printing
Reid Benson
Eric Bowles/Local Color, Inc.
The Coca-Cola Company
Dr.& Mrs. J.T. Cooper
Doubletree Hotel
Lesley McClendon/Effie’s
Henri's Bakery
Carol Jones
Junior League Of Atlanta
Margaret's Florist
MARTA
Sarah Pilgrim's Creations
Comelia Powell/Romantic Accoutrements
Paula Reith & Tom Campbell
Rhodes Bakery
Ruth's Chris Steakhouse
Christina Sands Design
Satterfield Florist
Trust Company Bank

Liz Wyman
Co-chairmen:

Julie Castle & Paula Reith and
The Sunday In The Park 1991 Committee

Photos this page (left to right, top to bottom): Children
await the Teddy Bear Tea and Contest; HOCI staff mem-
ber Max Movsovitz guides visitors; Sharon Cooper and
Teddy Bear contestant; a smiling HOCI Member; visitors
from Gainesville, Ga. enjoying the picnic lunch; guests in
Victorian costume.

Photos by: Catherine Cates, R.B. Coulter, Linda Finsth-
wait and Mike Huston
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Proceeds from Run for Restoration '91 funded the restoration of eight badly deteriorated, unstable walls. Six of the walls were
along the cemetery tour route just south of Potter's Field near the Boulevard wall. The walls were restored in late September and
early October, bringing the total number of 1991 R.LP. restoration projects to nine.

These photographs illustrate two of the Run '91 wall projects shortly after restoration work was begun (top row) and after res-
toration was completed (bottom row).

i NEW MEMBERS SPECIAL CONTRIBUTIONS
(as of Nov. 6, 1991) Cyclorama Restoration, Inc.
Franklin Garrett
Patron Individual Mr. Sidney Goldin
Mr. & Mrs. Beaumont Allen Vallene L. Baker The Temple Sunday School/
Mr. & Mrs. Donald H. Morgan Mrs. Donald C. Chapman, Jr. Mrs. Fisher's Sixth Grade Class
Jeff Von Hoene Susan Haverstick Mrs. Harvey Jacobson
Sustaining Student / Sr. Citizen HATS OFF TO:
Ms. Anne H. Johnson Mrs. Bernice V. Carroll Kathryn Ballou for assisting the HOCI of-
Mrs. Eva H. Huber fice with data entry; Dr. & Mrs. J.T. Coop-
Famﬂy Judith Lyon er for their generous donation of computer
Mr. & Mrs. James G. Brooks Cornelia Powell software; Scott Grow/CompuCepts for com-
Mr. & Mrs. Michael Goldberg Mrs. Ellen C. Woodruff puter software insmuati.on and inseruction;
E 38 Killon, | s Home Depot for donation of grass seed to
AP DB Ene.L00 help beautify the cemetery.

6 HISTORIC OAKLAND NEWS



Annual membership dues are the lifeblood of Historic Oakland and are gratefully acknowledged at all levels. We would like to express special appreciation to those

membets who so generously support Historic Oakland through annual memberships of $100 and above by listing them in four consecutive newsletters.

ARCHANGEL GIFTS

The Estate of Mr. David M.. Deakins
Mrs. Richard D. Sawtell

¢
BENEFACTOR-$1,000

Mr & Mrs. Dameron Black I11
D, &WMs. I T Coaper
Mrs. David M. Deakins
Mrs. Alfred D. Kennedy, Sr.
Mr. & Mrs. D. F. McClatchey
Mrs. Hugh 1. Richardson
Mr. William E. Rudolph

¢
DONOR-$500

Mrs. Kathryn T. Bridges
Mr. Sam C. Inman
Mr. & Mrs. John Izard
Mr. Alfred D. Kennedy
Mr. H. English Robinson, Sr.

14
SPONSOR-$250

Mrs. lvan Allen, Jr.

Mr. & Mrs. Henry L. Bowden, Jr.
Dr. Benjamin C. Clark, Jr.
Lillian Deakins Clarke
Mr. William H. Glenn
Mrs. Daniel D. Hankey
Mr. & Mrs. Howell Hollis 111
Mr. Carl Hood, Jr.
Mrs. Mildred C. Inman
Mrs. 1. S. Mitchell 111
Mrs. Edward D. Smith

PATRON-$100

Mary Alice Alexander
Mr. & Mrs. Beaumont Allen
H. Inman Allen
Mr. & Mrs. Jack W. Allen
Mrs. Leonard Bagen
A. Reid Benson
Mrs. Maurice J. Bernard
Mprs. Joseph E. Bimie
Mr. Henry L. Bowden
Mr. William Breman
Dr. & Mrs. Robert L. Bunnen
Dr. & Mrs. F. Phinizy Calhoun, Jr.
Mr. & Mrs. Tom Campbell
Mr. & Mrs. C. Howard Candler 111
Mr. Devereux Chamberlin
Mrs. Harriet N. Chisholm
Bruce Cohen
Mr. & Mrs. David L. Coker
Mr. & Mrs. Madison F. Cole, Jr.
Mr. & Mrs. Charles L. Davis
Ms. Catherine W. Dukehart
Mr. Herbert R. Elsas
Mr. & Mrs. George D. Elyea
Mr. & Mrs. Frank W. Finsthwait
Mr. & Mrs. Thomas T. Flagler
Mr. & Mrs. Peter G. Gantsoudes
Mr. & Mrs. Jay P. Glenn
Mr. Elliott Goldstein
Msrs. Irving H. Goldstein
Mr. Henry W. Grady
Mrs. Margaret Dunham Griggs
Mr. & Mrs. F. Sheffield Hale
Mprs. Charles V. Harrison
James L. Harrison
Mr. & Mrs. Larry Hess
James E. Hickey, Jr.
Mr. B. Harvey Hill
Mrs. B. Harvey Hill, Jr.
E. G. Hitt

Mr. & Mrs. Harvey Jacobson
Mr. & Mrs. Norman Kauffmann, Jr.
Mrs. Nancy R. King
Mr. & Mrs. A. J. Land
Mr. & Mrs. William M. Lancaster, Jr.
Dr. A. Park McGinty
Mr. & Mrs. John MacNaughton
Mr. N. Baxter Maddox
Helen G. Mansfield Trust
Mrs. Waldo W. Mallory
Matt L. Matthews
Rev. & Mrs. Samuel R. Matthews
Mr. & Mrs. John Molm
Mr. & Mrs. Donald H. Morgan
Dr. Helen Nash
Mrs. Perrin Nicholson 111
Mrs. A. E. Patton
Dr. & Mrs. H. Stuart Raper, Sr.
Mr. Jack Robertson
Mr. & Mrs. F. William Scott
Ms. Margaret Sewell
Mrs. J. O. D. Shepherd
Betty Sherwood
Dr. Miriam F. Smith
Mr. Stanley Smith
Jack J. Spalding
Mrs. Robert Taft
Mrs. C. McKengzie Taylor
Mrs. Henry Tompkins
Mrs. Bryan Tozzer
Mr. Tug Tuggle
Mr. & Mrs. James H. Turkington
Ms. Laura T. Turman
Jeff Von Hoene
Mrs. Robert Wardle, Jr.

Mr. & Mrs. James F. Warren
Mrs. H. Dillon Winship, Jr.
Mr. William David Withers
Ms. Joan Dodd Woodall
Mr. & Mrs. Charles Yates, Jr.
Mr. & Mrs. S. Zachry Young

James M. Sibley Mr. & Mrs. William J. Holland Erwin Zaban
Edward H. Inman I1
) \, UPGRADED MEMBERSHIPS ¢ MEMORIALS ¢
Blfstorie: Onlilad, Wew 52, quassesly Historic Oakland wishes to thank the
newsletter published by Historic Oakland following members for increasing their Laura Palmer
Cemetery, Inc. (HOCI), a non-profit mem- level of membership. in memory Of
bership organization working to restore and Mrs. H. English Robinson
promote Oakland Cemetery, a divis.ion of Patren
g‘:ltAuilatX?f ;):Sp‘)t. of Parks, Recreation & E. G. Hit T ]ay P. Glenn
Mr. & Mrs. A.J. Land in memory of
EDITOR Mr. Jack Robertson Mrs.Virginia Crenshaw
illi Mrs. Bryan Tozzer
Lillian R. Gantsoudes Py An Sellors
EDITORIAL CONSULTANT Family in memory of
Thomas M. Stinson Mrs. Wright Bryan W. S. Meyer
CONTRIBUTORS Mrs. Thomas H. Clarke '
Lillian Gantsoudes C. Boynton Cole George E. Nolley
Max Mowsowitz Mr. & Mrs. D. W. Fulbright in memory of
Gayle Popham Mrs. James R. Hendrix George W. Nolley
PRODUCTION e B Wanen Mr. & Mrs. C. Howard Candler
ne Klingaman Famil in memory of
o i am
ey | Mr. Moncure GYC'rowder Lillie Mae Olsen
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A\~ Buy A Bow...Save A Stone
=

HOCI is again offering elegant red velvet
bows to beautify Historic Oakland during the Holiday
Season. This opportunity allows you to place a me-
morial bow on your family lot or a location of your
choice. Proceeds from this project directly benefit
the restoration fund.

Renewal letters for last year's orders are being
sent. If you do not receive the letter or if you are in-
terested in purchasing a bow(s) for the first time,
please contact the HOCI office at 688-2107 or send
in the form at right before December 14. Also, if you
are interested in helping HOCI place the bows on Sa-
turday, December 14, please call Betty Mitchell or
Linda Finsthwait, Bow Memorials Co-Chairmen.
(Betty - 351-4323; Linda - 355-4225)

Make decorating Oakland a part of your holiday
tradition this and every year!

HISTORIC OAKLAND
248 Oakland Avenue, S.E.

Atlanta, Georgia 30312
(404) 688-2107

r———————--———-————--——1

HOLIDAY BOW MEMORIAL

Please make checks payable to Historic Oakland Cemetery, Inc. and mail to
248 Oakland Avenue, S.E., Atlanta, Ga. 30312 before December 14.

L

Remember your gift is tax deductible as allowable by law.

Name: Phone:
Address:
Enclosed is my gift of § for ___Holiday Memorial bow(s). ($10.00 each)

0 This is a renewal. QO This is a first-time order.
Please place bows:

Q Block No. Lot location/name

t

Q In my favorite spot:

Qi Please notify (name & address)

that a Memorial Bow was placed by

in memory

of

Mr. and Mrs. Earl P. Cook
1639 Nottingham Way, N.E.
Atlanta, GA 30309

Non-profit Org.
U.S. Postage
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Oakland Cemetery—A division of the City of Atlanta Department of Parks, Recreation & Cultural Affairs



